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C. Peter Timmer is currently the Thomas D. Cabot Professor of
Development Studies, Emeritus, Harvard University; Professor of
Development Studies, Emeritus, University of California, San
Diego; and Adjunct Professor at Crawford School of Economics
and Government, Australian National University. He has served as
a professor at Stanford, Cornell, three faculties at Harvard, and
the University of California, San Diego.

Timmer is a leading authority on agricultural development and
structural transformation during the process of economic growth.
He is a core advisor on the World Bank’s World Development
Report 2008: Agriculture for Development. He has long worked
with and advised a number of Asian governments on domestic
food and agricultural policies and, more recently, on their
responses to the crisis in the global rice market. He was the
principal analyst for the Asia Society-IRRI Task Force on Food
Security and Sustainability in Asia which led to the publication,
Never an Empty Bowl: Sustaining Food Security in Asia in 2010. He
Is also an advisor to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation on
agrrcultural development strategy

In addressrng the future of food securlty in Asra the speaker focuses on four key issues and thelr |mp||cat|ons Frrstly, the contmuous decllnmg
farm sizes. Secondly, that while integrated technologies will increasingly be the route to greater crop (and livestock) productivity, they may
have important scale economies in total, even when the individual components appear to be scale neutral. Thirdly, reaching small farmers
with modern inputs and buying their increasingly diversified outputs will require a new, information-intensive marketing system involving
new supply chains, often driven by supermarkets. Finally, there is the issue of “scalability”. The speaker emphasizes that historically, only
market processes have managed to be scalable. But markets have also demonstrated historically a lack of concern for the survival of small
farmers, the sustainability 6f food production techniques, or whether poor people get enough to eat.
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