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C. Peter Timmer is currently the Thomas D. Cabot Professor of
Development Studies, Emeritus, Harvard University; Professor of
Development Studies, Emeritus, University of California, San
Diego; and Adjunct Professor at Crawford School of Economics
and Government, Australian National University. He has served as
a professor at Stanford, Cornell, three faculties at Harvard, and
the University of California, San Diego.

Timmer is a leading authority on agricultural development and
structural transformation during the process of economic growth.
He is a core advisor on the World Bank’s World Development
Report 2008: Agriculture for Development. He has long worked
with and advised a number of Asian governments on domestic
food and agricultural policies and, more recently, on their
responses to the crisis in the global rice market. He was the
principal analyst for the Asia Society-IRRI Task Force on Food
Security and Sustainability in Asia which led to the publication,
Never an Empty Bowl: Sustaining Food Security in Asia in 2010. He
is also an advisor to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation on
agricultural development strategy.

interventions coupled with technological change have led to rapid, inclusive economic growth that gave Asian households access to food
in their fields and markets. The major changes are to be found in the structural transformation driven Dy these processes and the role of
rice in the economy. Asia is now richer, more urban, better connected and much better fed than before, resulting in rice playing a much
less significant role in food production and consumption. This coupled with a transformed food marketing system involving modern supply
chains and supermarkets 'as well as increased uncertainty about weather patterns and increased instability in food production, supplies
and prices pose serious but different sets of problems for food security. The speaker warns that unfortunately, much of the current policy
debate over food security in Asia reflects the mindset of the 1960s rather than the reality of the 2010s.
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